returned later without the women, a search was made, and the
bodies of four were found in the undergrowth. Another was
too seriously wounded to be moved. The sixth was still uncon-
scious. The women were nuns of the Dominican Convent of
Barcelona, and had been taken thence on the pretext that they
were to be put in a safe place. A captain of the Shock Police
attempted to impose his authority on some men under him
who objected. They took him behind a wall and shot him. A
former Prime Minister, Don Manuel Portela Valladares, was
rescued by the police from assassination. At midnight on
Thursday a band of twelve armed men arrived at his house.
While they were breaking down the doors someone telephoned
to the police, who sent two plain-clothes men. These were
powerless against the mob. Seiior Valladares and his wife
escaped to a neighbouring roof. He placed a ladder against the
garden wall to mislead his pursuers, who frequently passed
near, but did not find him. At last a dozen Shock Police arrived
and drove away the invaders.
A traveller reports that at the magnificent convent on the
Paseo de San Juan he saw the mummified bodies of priests
and nuns taken from their graves and set upright against the
church for exhibition.
The President of the Catalan Parliament has agreed to form
a new Cabinet, more in accordance with the exigencies of the
present situation.
italian aeroplanes
At Algiers it is confirmed that five Italian aeroplanes flew
over Algerian territory on their way to Spanish Morocco. Three
made forced landings, two with the loss of all but one of their
crew. The six occupants of the third are now prisoners in
French hands. They declare that they were taking the plane
across for a private firm. It contained four machine guns and
bomb-dropping gear.
In France the matter is regarded as serious, raising in an
icute form the very problem which M. Blum and his colleagues
hoped by their attitude of neutrality to avoid. There will be
no change in French policy provided this is the end and not
the beginning of Italian interference. The Italian Government
have already declared that they are no party to the transaction.
A palestine judgment
The High Court in Jerusalem has declared to be ultra vires the
section of the Emergency Regulations under which a collective
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